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BUILDING BRIGHTER FUTURES 
A Second Bond Measure:  Safe, Secure, Strive 
 
After the November 2022 ballot proposal, a survey was published in the winter edition of the Viking View and also made available on-line 
for members of our community to complete. The purpose of the survey was to provide an opportunity for our community to share feedback 
and assist the new Project Steering Committee and Board of Education with direction to address the short and long-term needs of our 
district.  Addressing these needs is the statutory responsibility of the Board of Education to ensure our students can learn in safe, healthy, 
and sustainable spaces.  These facilities belong to the entire community and, as stewards of these assets, we seek to bring our community 
together to address these needs. Over 400 surveys were returned. On behalf of the Lakewood Board of Education, administration, and staff, 
we would like to thank everyone who took the time to complete the survey and to share input.  Feedback from the community is critical in 
shaping a new bond program. 
 
Over winter break, a new Project Steering Committee was formed. The makeup of the committee was primarily committed community 
members, volunteering their time, who are invested with Lakewood Public Schools. In January and February, the Project Steering Committee 
met to review the results of the survey, and identified the priority needs of the district. Next, the Board of Education held Board Workshops 
in January and February to provide our community with another opportunity to express their input about the best way in which we can 
address the safety, security, instructional and infrastructure needs of our schools.  The Board listened intently to all community members, 
hearing those who had ideas on how to best address these pressing short-and long-term needs.  At the February 27 meeting, the Project 
Steering Committee shared their concluding recommendations to move the project forward. Both Board Workshops were well attended and 
attendees were able to share concerns which helped to form a new bond plan.  
 
Our schools have significant needs.  The needs of our school community will only become more critical and more expensive as time goes 
on.  Our schools serve our students in so many ways, and it is critical to continue to do so in safe, healthy, and operational learning 
environments in order to equip our future leaders with the resources to be successful.  We are committed to safety, excellence, and 
innovation in every classroom. It is our hope to come together as a community to build brighter futures for Lakewood students. 
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I am humbled, thrilled and excited to begin this new chapter 
working and serving the students, staff, and families of 
Lakewood. I am rooted in Lakewood and excited to continue 
serving the students, staff, families and community in this new 
role.   

On Friday, March 24, we held our first ever career fair in the high 
school gymnasium. The goal of the career fair was to expose our 
8th through 12th graders to different career opportunities after 
graduation.  Career fairs provide students with multiple 
possibilities for jobs/internships, practicing public speaking with 
confidence, and learning about potential career opportunities. 
About 60 businesses participated in the event, which included 
employment opportunities in the fields of healthcare, skilled 
trades, and finance. I am thankful for the teamwork that went into 
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making this event a huge success. There are many to thank for 
making this event possible for our students and community.  Our 
maintenance department set up the gymnasium with table and 
chairs prior to the event. The Lake Odessa Fair donated tables 
for the day. Architectural Metals Inc. donated a variety of snacks 
and water bottles for participants. Ionia County Career Center’s 
Culinary Arts provided a variety of sandwiches, home-made 
potato chips and cookies for participating businesses.  Auto-
Owners Insurance Company sponsored the lunches for the 
event. Our high school counselors worked with Lakewood 
students to prepare for the career fair designing a Bingo sheet 
for student use to help them ask questions and learn more about 
the businesses and the career path needed. Last, Michigan 
Works and Ionia County Economic Alliance helped to recruit 
businesses to our career fair to ensure we had diverse 
businesses to expose our students to post-high school 
opportunities.  We will follow-up with a feedback survey with 
participating business in order to improve and develop the 
experience for our students.  Lakewood Public Schools will 
again host this extremely valuable career fair next year with the 
goal of preparing them for nothing less than success.    Have a 
great rest of the school year! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Jodi Duits 
Superintendent of Schools 

NEWS 
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 
District Career Fair Unlocks Professional Potential 

BOARD’S BULLETIN 
Lakewood Board of Ed working for you 

OUT 
superintendent’s 

SHOUT  

Mrs. Jodi Duits has officially taken the helm of Lakewood Public 
Schools!  The Board of Education collectively and unanimously 
removed “interim” from Mrs. Duit’s title with full confidence in her 
ability to lead Lakewood in our mission of preparing students for the 
future.  As many of you know, Mrs. Duits brings extensive, 
successful experience as an elementary school teacher, principal, 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment and School 
Improvement, and most recently served as interim superintendent. 
Mrs. Duits distinguished herself as a dedicated leader and has 
earned deep respect from her instructional colleagues, 
administrators, teachers, parents, and students.  Mrs. Duits is 
invested in our schools and community. She began her tenure as a 
third grade teacher right here in Lakewood in 2001.  She was 
named principal of the Early Childhood Education Center in 2016, 
then accepted the role of Director of curriculum, instruction, 
assessment, and school improvement in 2020.  She stepped in as 
interim-superintendent when Dr. Skalka announced his retirement 
in December.  Mrs. Duits loved her time in each role and is driven 
to create a school experience that is nurturing and supportive of all 
Lakewood students.  
 
There is much work to do and we’re poised and ready to go!  We 
are excited for what is possible when we all pull together with the 
common goal to help all Lakewood students thrive! 
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And the Superintendent’s SHOUT OUT goes 
to Mr. Mike Quinn, Athletic Director.  We are 
proud that Mr. Quinn was recently named as 
the Thomas Rashid Athletic Director of the 
Year.  This recognition is presented on an 
annual basis to an MIAAA member who, 
through their position as an Athletic Director, 
has made a significant impact on the lives of 
their students and has successfully used 
athletics as a catalyst to achieve demonstrable 
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progress in the social and cultural environment of their respective 
school and community. Nominated by his peers, Mr. Quinn earned 
this well-deserved recognition among his peers.  “Quinn has an 
impressive career serving generations of students and numerous 
organizations and committees that help student athletes. Lakewood 
Public Schools has been strengthened through Mike’s hard work 
and leadership,” commented Superintendent Duits.  He has also 
been named as the MIAAA Region 12 Athletic Director of the Year, 
and the Michigan Wrestling Coaches Central Region Athletic 
Director of the Year.   
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In the Rainbow Room (fine arts), students have been singing 
songs and completing art projects for our farm theme for 
reading month. Kinderstart made tractors by drawing, cutting, 
and gluing basic shapes such as rectangles, squares, and 
circles. Not only did they practice shapes, they were 
developing their special and fine motor skills. Kindergarten 
learned to draw several farm animals, chose their favorite, 
drew it BIG, then traced and painted it with watercolors. They 
all became a part of "Ms. Heinze's Funny Farm," displayed in 
the hallway. We're HOG WILD ABOUT READING...AND 
ART! 
 

Fine Arts on the Farm 
Ms. Heinze Grows Creativity 
 

LECC GOES HOG WILD 
FAMILY FUN READING NIGHT 

LECC went “Hog Wild About Reading” during Family 
Reading Night!  Students and their siblings practiced 
reading while playing literacy games, including Barn Yard 
Bingo, Farm Animal Write the Room, Read the Ducks, 
and a Hay Hop. They enjoyed a yummy Hay Bale snack 
and sang along with Lakewood’s beloved Mrs. 
Kinsey.  The kids even made chickens that actually 
clucked!  The kids filled their special reading night bags 
with prizes and books, and our LECC halls were filled with 
the sounds of happy children and their families! 
 

Some very exciting learning has been going on at LECC. In 
Ms. Wallace’s kindergarten class, we have been putting 
together all the pieces from the school year into a research 
unit on arctic animals. From our studies, the students learned 
about several different land and sea animals that enjoy chilly 
weather. Each day a classmate would read a nonfiction book 
about a new arctic animal to the class. Afterwards, we would 
write key facts into a research journal, put tape on the floor to 
show the scale of the animals in comparison to the students, 
and virtually visit the animals on a live zoo camera. At the end 
of the unit, we used Crisco to mimic blubber. Hands on 
learning is very important for our students and this theme had 
all the pieces to capture the hearts of our little Vikings. Great 
job yellow class! 
 

MRS. WALLACE’S KIDS HAVE AN ARCTIC 
BLAST! 
Students Research Unit on Chilly Weather Land and 
Sea Animals 
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LAKEWOOD ELEMENTARY VIRTUAL AUTHOR VISIT 
Children’s Author, Singer, Songwriter Eric Ode Inspires Students  
 
 

In February, Lakewood Elementary had the 
pleasure of hosting a virtual author visit with Eric 
Ode, thanks to a grant from the Lakewood 
Educational Foundation. The students enjoyed his 
songs, stories, and words of encouragement.  His 
message to students was to “always follow your 
dreams and to never give up.”  We are grateful for 
the generous support that provides experiences to 
enhance learning. 

YMCA SWIM SAFETY SKILLS 
 Mrs. Wilcox’s students participated in a swim safety class at the YMCA.  
They learned basic swim skills, how to rescue someone in need, boat 
safety, and ice safety.  One goal of the week was to develop swim 
endurance by swimming the length of the pool.  Water safety skills build 
confidence, encourage physical activity, and increase safety for youth in 
and around water.  Lakewood Elementary students had a great time 
learning and improving swim skills.  We appreciate our YMCA partners 
who work to keep kids safe! 

 

MRS. WILCOX AND HER MULTIPLICATION NINJA’S 
LES STUDENTS UP FOR THE CHALLENGE…Hi-YAH!! 
 Mrs. Wilcox’s students started a new 
challenge in class. Everyone is 
working to become Multiplication 
Ninjas!  Once students pass their 2’s 
and 3’s multiplication facts, they earn 
a special ninja pencil and a “belt” for 
each fact they learn moving forward.  
They practice multiplication facts 
through math games in class with 
partners and on-line math 
challenges. Mrs. Wilcox’s students 
are motivated and eager to become 
black belt ninjas. Hi-yah! 

Lakewood Elementary students learned about Veterans and why 
we honor them. The virtues of Veterans like courage, bravery, 
sacrifice, and patriotism for our country so that we can all be free 
were celebrated. Students colored individual pieces of a puzzle 
that when put together built the American flag. This activity served 
as a powerful illustration of what is accomplished with patriotism 
and camaraderie.  Students now understand what it means to 
serve one’s country.  Students who have Veterans in their family 
added the Veterans names to their puzzle piece. We honor and 
thank all of our Veterans for serving our country!  

February festivities were in full swing at Lakewood Elementary.  Our annual 
“Jump for LES” event provided a fun-filled and energetic day for students.  
Of course, Valentine’s Day parties are a fan favorite in elementary classes.  
The extra experiences at school help students build friendships, stay 
motivated, and increase social development. Lakewood Elementary 
students are had a blast!    

Special School Activities Keep Things Interesting 
A FUN-FILLED FEBRUARY 
 

Veteran’s Day Lessons and Learning 
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LAKEWOOD LEADERS IN THE MAKING 
Community Leadership Class Takes the Lead  
 
The Lakewood Middle School Community Leadership 
Class students have really stepped it up this year! Each 
month, they sponsor school-wide activities or community 
service initiatives. In December, the class sponsored a 
"Giving Tree" to support women and children at the 
Greater Hopes Michigan Adoption Center. The grade with 
the most donations had an opportunity to nominate a 
teacher to get "pied" in the face - Mrs. Christy Carter was 
nominated by the 6th grade, and was a tremendous sport 
getting "pied" during our annual Christmas band and choir 
concert! CLC hosted an all-school dance in January that 
went on to raise over $1400 that went to support the care 
and feeding of Aggie, our LMS comfort canine. In 
February, they sold "Candy and Crush Grams" to 
celebrate Valentine's Day and organized a Winterfest 
Spirit Week. Next, they hosted a March Madness NCAA 
Men's Bracket Challenge where students could submit a 
complete bracket and compete for prizes! A huge thank 
you to Ms. Cobb, who supervises the class, and is 
continually going above and beyond for our students and 
school! 

 

High School Viking Squad Mentors LMS Students 
Fostering Friendship with Links of Gratitude 
 

1

In March, the 8th grade team of teachers 
accompanied their students to Eaton RESA 
where the kids were given an opportunity to 
explore the Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) facility and programs available to them 
in their junior and senior years of high school. 
Eaton RESA offers 16 programs across five 
"pathways": Business, Management, 
Marketing, and Technology; Engineering, 
Manufacturing, & Industrial Technology; Health 
Sciences; Human Services; and Natural 

2

Resources and Agrisciences. Students were able to choose three programs, from Animal Science and Zoo Management to Welding 
technology to Criminal Justice and Insurance and Risk Management. Our kids who chose Welding Technology even came home with a 
souvenir! Thank you to Ms. Andrea Keller, LMS counselor, for organizing the experience and to our 8th grade team, Ms. Stirling, Ms. 
Prominiski, Mrs. Duffy, Mr. McKenney, and Ms. Schultz, for chaperoning! Such a cool opportunity that the students really enjoy! 

EATON RESA INTRODUCES LMS STUDENTS TO CTE OPTIONS 

 

Lakewood Middle School is fortunate to host the LHS Viking Squad again this year! A group of students visited our 
school throughout the school year to mentor our Middle Vikes in relationship building, gratitude, and conversation 
skills! In December, the Squad built "Links of Gratitude" with our students that were displayed in the hallway as a 
reminder to students of everything they have to be grateful for. Most recently, the HS Viking Squad's lesson featuring 
conversational skills was a hit with our 6th and 7th graders. Armed with new skills, students participated in simulated 
conversations where they were asked to spark up conversations based on interests and carry the dialogue on their 
own. It's awesome to see what an impact our HS students have on their younger counterparts. Even more fun is that 
they join our lunch hours and play with the kids during lunch.  They even joined in on a game of Sideline Soccer with 
Mrs. Kutch's homeroom during PE! We are so thankful for Mrs. Hickey, LHS social worker, who organizes these 
lessons and provides our students with this amazing opportunity!    
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The Competitive Theatre troupe traveled to the Michigan Interscholastic Forensics 

Association (MIFA) state finals at Central Michigan University on Friday, February 

17, 2023, where they presented their studio comedy, "You Can't Get There from 

Here," by Pat Cook, to a room of about 100 spectators and five judges. The all-

student production earned 5

th

 place at States, and among the distinctions they 

earned were a superior rating for the individual performance of Aurora Rice as Aunt 

Myrtle, an excellent rating for Alli Brandon's performance as Aunt Liz, as well as 

excellent ratings for the ensemble, costumes, and set design.  We are incredibly 

proud of our talented troupe for their hard work and dedication to the craft of theatre 

performance.  Special thanks to Ken Smith and Amanda Smith for their dedication 

and time they give to provide excellent performing arts experiences for Lakewood 

students.   

CONGRATULATIONS!!!  
Meet the 2023 Viking Winterfest Court 
 

MICHIGAN INTERSCHOLASTIC FORENSICS ASSOCIATION 
LHS Competitive Theatre Troup Earns 5th at State Finals 
 

Abigail Gibson competing at the State Finals for Poetry Out Loud. She was 

one of 19 State Finalists. The competition asks students to memorize and 

recite poetry from a list of poems provided on the Poetry Out Loud official 

website. The competition awards prize money at the state and national 

levels. Abigail chose to recite "Backdrop Addresses Cowboy" by Margaret 

Atwood in round one and "Difference" by Stephen Vincent Benet in round 

two. 

 

Poetry Out Loud State Finals 
LAKEWOOD’S ABIGAIL GIBSON HAS A LOVE FOR LYRICS 
 

Lakewood High School earned the 

College Board's AP® Computer 

Science Female Diversity Award for 

expanding young women’s access 

to AP Computer Science Principles 

(CSP). This award acknowledges 

1,105 schools for their work toward 

equal gender representation during 

the 2021-22 school year. LHS is one 

of only 832 schools to be recognized 

for achieving this important result in 

AP CSP. 

 

Back Row Left to Right: Bradley Clark, Owen Richmond, Ashton Pfeifer (Junior Royalty), Brenden Straub (Senior Royalty), LJ Rogers, 

Calder Villenueva (Sophomore Royalty), Ethan Matthews, Abby Pickard, Taylor Carpenter, Madison Bierens.  Left to right front row: 

Alli Pickard, Carly Piercefield, Raylee Farrell (Junior Royalty), Sadie Brearley (Senior Royalty), Jaiden Gillons (Sophomore Royalty), 

Hayley Merryfield, Eily Pilar, Eva Stowell (Freshman Royalty), Chase Decker (Freshman Royalty), Aubri Henney.  Front Kneeling: 

Carter Stewart.  Not Pictured: Landon Makley, Donny Wells, Blake Price. 

 

LHS Competitive Cheer made another trip to the state finals!  These Vikings' high-flying 

performance has made them a force in our state, as they are always a strong favorite to 

win.  Our team earned a finish of 8

th

 in the state.  The Wrestling program made its annual 

trip to the Wrestling state finals.  This year, we had three wrestlers work their way to the 

top of the brackets and have continued Viking domination.  Ashton Clark placed 3

rd

 in the 

state, Joel Simon finished 5

th

, and Daniel Krebs finished 6

th

.  Phillip Butler qualified and 

competed at the MHSAA State Finals.  With his strength and precision, he made his way 

to the top of the state. His strong performance at the state finals earned him a 10th-place 

finish.  We are proud of our student athletes on, and off the mats! 

 

Viking Sports Report…GO VIKINGS!! 
Way to Work Student Athletes!  
 

year 
of the 

VIKING 
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LAKEWOOD EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
for 2023 Teacher Grants that are Providing 
the Innovative Extra’s 

Thank You!! 

www.lakewoodeducationalfoundation.org 

Learn more. 

 
www.lakewoodps.org 
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LAKEWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
223 West Broadway 
Woodland, Michigan  48897 

     www.lakewoodps.org 

      DISTRICT CALENDAR 

 
VIKING THE 

 
ADMINISTRATION 
Jodi Duits, Superintendent 
Pamela Behling, Director of Finance 
Valerie Behm, Communication Design & Editor 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Jamie Brodbeck- Krenz, President 
Melissa McClelland, Vice President  
Darin Weller, Secretary  
Kerry Possehn, Treasurer  
Wendy Behrenwald, Trustee  
Jami Manszewski, Trustee 
Paige O’Mara, Trustee 
 

 
CONTACT US 
223 W Broadway,  Woodland,  MI  48897 
Phone │ 616-374-8043 
 

APRIL 
 No School - Spring Break ½ March 31-7, 2023 

MAY 
 No School – Memorial Day Extended Weekend½ May 29, 2023 

JUNE 
½ Day for Students in a.m. – Last Day of School ½ June 2, 2023 

 
* Calendar maybe modified to accommodate for excessive snow days 

 

 

2022-2023 
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UPCOMING REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
April 10, 2023 

April 24, 2023 

LHS Media Center, 7 p.m.  

7223 Velte Rd, Lake Odessa, MI 48849 
 

NOTICE: 
The 2023-2024 School Year Calendar Now Published 
at www.lakewoodps.org 


